
1 

 

 Above: Maddy Wylie– Dry season response co-ordinator 
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February 2019 

Dry season response  

coordinator  
The combination of low rainfall and severe wind events 
throughout 2018 and the start of 2019 made for a difficult 
year along the South Coast. The FBG is offering several 
services and workshops in the coming months designed to 
help people as they make management decisions for the 
2019 season that take into account the impact of 2018 
seasonal conditions. 
 
Between February and June Maddy Wylie will act as a 
liaison person helping farmers to source information and 
putting them in touch with people who have relevant 
expertise. In this role Maddy will be supported by the 
Department of Primary Industry and Resource 
Development (DPIRD). The nature of this support will vary 
according to the requirements of individual farming 
businesses.  
 
You may be looking for paddock renovation options, the 
most effective ways of re-establishing paddock cover, 
ways to optimise confinement feeding, pasture variety 
selection for your soils and rainfall zone, where to access 
funding sources, or what community dams are available 
still for stock water.  
 
Maddy will also be liaising with Nancye Gannaway from 
DPIRD to organise workshops from the Plan Prepare 
Prosper series, more details of which can be found at the 
following address: https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/crops/
plan-prepare-and-prosper-suite-workshops. 
 
Most of our work is project based and this dictates the 
types of services we can offer to our members so we are 
very pleased to have this opportunity and appreciative of 
DPIRD for making it possible. It is only available until June 
so please make the most of it. There is information about 
other workshops in this edition of the newsletter.  
 
DPIRD visits, water availability and water grants 
In early January this year the FBG chair, Damon Parker, 
and myself gave DPRID staff a tour of the district, including 
the Bremer Bay fire grounds, so they could see for 
themselves the conditions and hear about the issues being 
faced by farmers in the area. A week later, technical 
support staff from DPIRD came down to measure ground 
cover in the shire using drones and on-ground plant 
counts. Thanks very much to all of the farmers whose 
properties were visited on those occasions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
People will be aware that the Farm Water Rebate Scheme 
administered through the Western Australian Department 
of Water and Environment Regulation ended in May 2018. 
The Federal Government has introduced a three year 
program called the On Farm emergency Water 
Infrastructure Rebate scheme. At this stage it is operating 
in NSW. When this scheme opens in WA we will let you 
know but to get a sense of what it will be like go to  
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/water/national/on-farm-
infrastructure-rebate.  
 
Locally, the Department of Water and Environment 
Regulation works with all shires to keep track of stock 
water reserves. Please let Maddy or the Shire of 
Jerramungup know if you are carting water, especially if 
you have to travel more than 40 km to get it. This helps 
build a picture of the water reserve situation across the 
shire. 
 
Maddy can be contacted on 0421 645 410  
or email soilprojects@fbg.org.au 
 
Leonie McMahon 
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Regional Lands  
Program Project 

FBG has recently began a contract with South Coast 
NRM to deliver the Regional Lands Program Project 
which is the follow-on project from NLP. The funding 
comes from a five year federal government program. 
The contract includes the following projects:  
 

 Climate & Markets - Climate action: supporting 
the region to adapt, innovate and address market 
demands for sustainable food production.  

 EPBC - Exploring new opportunities for improving 
the status of 20/20 priority listed threatened 
species in the South Coast Region Management 
Unit - bringing people together to protect 
threatened species.  

 Coastal TEC - Protecting coastal corridors and 
improving the condition of Proteaceae dominated 
Kwongkan Shrubland and Temperate Coastal 
Saltmarsh. 

 

At this stage there is only a one year contract which will run until June 2019. FBG staff are currently working with 
South Coast NRM to extend the funding up until 2023. On-ground activities are included in three of the projects, 
these are: fencing to protect remnant vegetation and revegetation, revegetation of fodder species and habitats, 
removing weeds and controlling pest animals. Multiple activities on one site are encouraged. If you are a land owner 
and feel you may be able to participate in one of the projects listed above, please contact Reaghan at 
nrmprojects@fbg.org.au. 
 
Reaghan Shalders 

Above: visiting a revegetation site with Geoff Woodall 

for the Climate & Market Project. 

5th March 2019 
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Bremer Projects Update 
 

Last year I circulated a survey asking residents about weeds of 
concern around the Bremer Bay townsite. We greatly appreciate your 
feedback. The graph, right, shows which weeds were listed as being of 
greatest concern, in order of priority. 
As you can see, Coastal (Victorian) Tea Tree tops the list. We are always 
on the lookout for funding that enables us to contain and manage 
populations of this pervasive weed. In 2018 we carried out some control 
around Mary St and we will run another program in 2019. 
We are now producing a brochure using the survey data and other 
sources of information to give you tools to manage the weeds of highest 
concern on your properties. We expect to be able to circulate it at the 
Easter Markets, so keep an eye out for us there. 
We have been able to do the above work thanks to funding from State 
NRM. 
 

What is your New Year’s resolution for 2019? 
We know that what many people value about living in or visiting Bremer 
is the scenery, the views, the natural surroundings and the fact that you 
can still find pristine environments. We know there are people out there 
who are passionate about keeping it that way. 
Is this you? 
We are starting a volunteer group to take some action on weeds around Bremer Bay. If this ticks the box for you as a 
healthy mind and body resolution for 2019, if you are keen to help manage a site, if you have specialist knowledge 
you would like to share or if you are just looking for some like-minded people to mix with, please get in touch with 
me via email at bremerprojects@fbg.org.au. 
We have been able to continue the momentum of the survey work above and move on to establishing a Weed Action 
Group with the generous support of funding from Coast West. 
 
Therese Bell 

 

Results of recent survey Q1. Which weeds do you 

think are the biggest concern in Bremer Bay? 

mailto:bremerprojects@fbg.org.au
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Small pointed snails in  
Gairdner 

 

Location: Gairdner 
Rainfall: 430 mm 
Soil types: Sand over clay duplex; some clay topsoil 
areas  
Enterprise mix: 100 % cropping 
 

A couple run a 100 % cropping enterprise on the south 
coast of Western Australia near Gairdner. Their cropping 
rotation is wheat, barley and canola with a small portion 
of lupins sown on the sandier areas. Soil types include 
sand over clay duplexes where the sand varies in depth 
from 5 cm to 30 cm. Areas of the farm that have heavier 
soils with clay close to the surface have a history of slugs.  
While out patch baiting for slugs in 2016 small pointed 
snails were discovered in a paddock of canola. The area 
was adjacent to a public road. The small pointed snails 
appeared to be confined to a wet portion of the paddock 
and had eaten most of the canola seedlings in that area. 
The growers quickly started baiting to control the issue 
and contain the snails. As the season progressed, they 
began discovering snails in other parts of the paddock 
and realised how hard snail management was going to 
be. Their current management involves:  
 Windrow burn in autumn, 

 Keep paddocks weed free over summer to minimise 
available food for snails, 

 And baiting at the highest registered rate prior to 
seeding. 

Figure 1. Small pointed snail densities in 2017 at monitoring 

points in zone 1 (snail prone area) and zone 2 (less dense). 

The growers share a swather with their neighbour and 
they find it virtually impossible to completely clean the 
machine. This costs them significant time when moving 
from a paddock with snails to those without and 
highlights the on farm biosecurity issue snails pose. 
In 2017, DPIRD began monitoring snail numbers in the 
paddock where they were first discovered. Two 
transects were chosen, one in the high density, 
waterlogging prone area and another in the opposite 
corner of the paddock where it is sandier and higher 
elevation. Snail numbers were much higher in zone 
one, but are still present in zone two indicating that 
they are spreading and require management to contain 
(figure 1). In 2017, the growers did not have any issues 
delivering grain, as snails were not up in the canopy 
during harvest hours. 
 
2018 has been a dry season, with very little summer 
rainfall. In autumn the growers planned to windrow 
burn the barley rows, however due to the dry 
conditions decided to burn the whole paddock. This 
left very little stubble on the surface for protection 
from wind erosion. The next day they received the first 
of several bad wind events which moved topsoil to the 
fence-line and adjacent paddocks. As a result, no snails 
have been found at the three monitoring times this 
season; however, canola establishment was also 
patchy. The season has continued to be very poor in 
Gairdner and below average yields are expected. 
Although no snails have been found post paddock burn 
and consecutive wind events, the small pointed snail is 
known to burrow to seek refuge and so could have 
easily survived. Snails are also expected to be found in 
the adjacent areas that weren’t burnt. Therefore, the 
events of autumn 2018 may have decreased snail 
numbers, but conditions on the south coast are 
conducive to small pointed snails. Without correct 
management numbers will build up again.  
 
Alice Butler 

Figure 2. Zone 2, 2nd August 2018 (Above) Comparison photo 

on page 5. 
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Figure 2. Zone 2, 4th October 2018 (Above).  
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Bush Heritage Australia 
celebrates opening of 
Michael Tichbon Field 

Station 
Nearly 200 neighbours, locals, associates, traditional 
owners, supporters and dignitaries joined Bush Heritage 
Australia staff on site on Friday 7th December to 
celebrate the opening of the Michael Tichbon Field 
Station on Red Moort Reserve. 

The weather was perfect, and the crowd enjoyed a 
Welcome to Country and a few short speeches before 
tucking into the superb lunch provided by the lovely 
ladies of the Gairdner Progress Association.  A series of 
brief Bush Yarns by various Bush Heritage associates in 
the marquee after lunch preceded cultural dance by 
Damien Yarran’s Mooditj Boys, and the obligatory group 
photos were taken before everyone headed for home. 

Local Bush Heritage manager Simon Smale expressed 
particular thanks to neighbours, the local community, the 

Fitzgerald Biosphere Group ‘that’s our key conduit to that 
community’, and the Shire of Jerramungup that’s been so 
supportive and helpful along the way.  He noted, “We 
couldn’t operate here without the social licence you 
grant us, and we’re always grateful for that.  We enjoy 
great local relationships, but have been aware that to an 
extent we’ve still been ‘absentee owners’.  Along with its 
other functions, this Field Station stands now as a 
powerful marker of our commitment to you, the local 
community, and to this landscape.  Have no doubt, we’re 
here for the long haul”. 

Funded by donor Michael Tichbon, Lotterywest, and the 
Middlesex Conservation Farming Club, built by Albany-
based KBuilt Construction, and project-managed by H+H 
Architects who designed the complex, the Field Station 
project came in right on time and budget.  With 156 
person nights including staff, volunteers, researchers and 
contractors just between the time the builders left the 
site in September and the opening event, the Field 
Station is already well and truly operational.  The 
‘modest, smart bush camp’ made possible by donors, 
architects, builders, and local support, delivers the 
platform that has been needed to continue to build on a 
conservation and restoration program that has already 
produced remarkable results. 

Simon Smale 

Top left: Cutting the ribbon.  From left: Retiring Bush Heritage CEO Gerard O’Neill, major donor Michael Tichbon, 
Lotterywest CEO Susan Hunt, and Bush Heritage Board member Michelle Leishman. 
Top right: Michael Tichbon and portrait painter Caroline Marinovich unveiling Michael’s portrait. 
Bottom left: Bush Heritage Executive Manager West Luke Bayley introducing H+H Architects’ Julie de Jong at the Bush 
Yarns session. Bottom right: Damien Yarran’s Mooditj Boys kicking up the red dirt.  
            Pictures continue on Page 7  
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Top: The obligatory group photo. 
Left: The Michael Tichbon Field Station at Red Moort Reserve. 
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Location  Nov     Dec  2018 
Total 

Jan Total 
YTD 

Jerry  Sth  22 8 195 0 0 

Needilup Nth  13.5 0 216.7 0 0 

Needilup Sth  20 5.5 212 0 0 

Jacup  18.5 5.5 214.2 0 0 

Bremer Rd  37 19 357 1 1 

Gairdner     35.5 9 274.5 1 1 

Boxwood   31 17.5 261.5 3 3 

Mettler  63.5 33.9 408.6 6.8 6.8 

Jerramungup district rainfall  MARK THESE DATES IN                    
YOUR CALENDAR 

FBG UPCOMING EVENTS  
The following events are on the horizon and we will be 
shortly sending you detailed information about them. 

 Animal nutrition & soil cover  

(With Col Bowey and Mark Emonson) 

18th March —Bremer Bay  

19th March– Gairdner 

 Cat Sterilisation Clinic– 27th March   

 FBG Fitzy Fox Shoot  

Jerramungup & Bremer Bay - 5th April 

 Dancing in the Dirt (Pre-harvest Ball) – 12th October 

 

REGIONAL EVENTS  
 GRDC Farm Business Update 

Tambellup - 12th February 

Lake Grace– 13th February 
 GRDC Crop Updates Perth  

 - 25th-26th February 

 GRDC Grains Research Update for Albany Zone 

Kendenup - 28th February 

 

Contact FBG for more details ph. 9835 1127 
Email: admin@fbg.org.au 

 

Visit our website to view this issue of the                              
Sustain– a– Bulletin (Scan this QR code to take you            

directly to the online version) or visit www.fbg.org.au 

FBG Acknowledges the support of  


