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2018 Spring Field Day  
– Jacup 

Sustain-a-Bulletin 
November 2018 

On a cool and windy 18th of September, a group of 
committed farmers and industry representatives gathered 
at the Jerry CRC for FBG’s annual Spring Field Day. 
After an opening address from our Chair, Jolene Daniel, we 
started the day with a market update from Sam Chambers, 
part of Rabobank’s respected Agribusiness Risk and 
Treasury team based out of Sydney. We heard the impact 
that the East Coast drought is having on basis, and that we 
can expect overseas competition from the Black Sea will 
continue to be a rising concern for Australia grain exports. 
From there, we hopped on the bus and headed out to Brad 
Bailey’s air seeder demonstration (part of our One Paddock 
Challenge, supported by State NRM) where we were joined 
by a few more Jacup locals. We looked at the differences 
between the Flexicoil, DBS, Bourgault and Seed Hawk 
airseeder bars that were taking part in this year’s trial, as 
well as discussing the outcomes from last year’s activities, 
which were surprisingly uniform. 
Our next stop was hosted by Louis Poiron and the Hassad 
“Amarinya” team where we looked at some Longsword 
wheat they had in, before focusing on break crops further 

into the farm, and were given further insight by Mark 
Seymour, DPIRD Esperance. It was interesting to note that 
there a number of legumes that would be potentially well 
suited to the Jerramungup district, but uptake has not been 
widespread to date. Some of these include PBR Bolt lentils 
and different types of vetches. 
Our focus for the day was on deep ripping so after being 
updated on the GRDC Tactical Break Crop project, we 
moved onto Stu Bee’s farm where we looked at a soil pit 
dug on a site that had been originally deep ripped in a very 
wet 2016. It was too wet for the soil structure to support 
the deep ripping trial and it was abandoned for that year. 
This year, it has been revisited by Glenn McDonald, DPIRD 
Albany, as part of his soil research activities in the port zone. 
It was then interesting to compare this site to Mick and 
Mark Lester’s deep ripping activities. They had 
experimented with a couple of sites in different paddocks, 
focussing on areas that tended to perform poorly for a 
number of reasons. However, the implement they had  
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An overview of 2018 
 

Current Projects 
We are currently running four externally funded projects; 
 One Paddock Challenge (State NRM) 
 Subsoil Constraints (Department of Primary Industries 

and Regional Development [DPIRD]) 
 Weed Action Plan for Bremer Bay (State NRM) 
 Bremer Bay Community Foreshore and Estuary 

Protection Project (Coastwest). 
We are in the process of finalising the contract for a fifth 
project, the Regional Land Partnership Program, which is 
the continuation of our NLP project. The funding is from 
South Coast NRM and jointly administered by the Federal 
Department of Environment and Energy and Federal 
Department of Agriculture and Water Resources.  
Projects completed  
During the year three projects were completed: 
 National Landcare Program (NLP) Phase 1 (South 

Coast NRM from funding jointly administered by 
Department of Environment and Energy and 
Department of Agriculture and Water Resources) 

 Grass-fed Lamb Marketing Feasibility Study 
(Agricultural Sciences Research and Development 
Fund, Department of Primary Industries and Regional 
Development [DPIRD], Regional Development 
Australia). 

 Linking Bremer Bay to Point Henry walk trail 
(Lotterywest, Great Southern Development 
Commission, with administrative assistance from 
Shire of Jerramungup and Greenskills Albany). 

 

Events and workshops 
The group coordinated nine events throughout the year, 
from Bremer Bay to Jacup, Needilup, Jerramungup and 
Gairdner. In addition to our Farmer Updates, Spring Field 
Day and Fitzy Fox Shoots, we held a dry season workshop, 
an economically driven revegetation field walk, a low 
stress stock handling course and an airseeder 
demonstration field walk. 
We’ve had stalls at market days and the skate park 
opening in Bremer Bay. We celebrated the opening of the 
Native Snail Trail in Bremer Bay and participated in the 
Biosphere launch in Hopetoun in March.  
We took advantage of social media training offered by 
South Coast NRM to better extend our reach into the 
digital world. By the time this year is over we will have 
launched our new website. Governance training through 
South Coast NRM also assisted us with another necessary 
action we had to complete this year: the update of our 
constitution to meet new Incorporations Act legislation.  
 

FBG Board 2018 and 2019 
Once again, I extend my sincere thanks and appreciation 
to the FBG Board - Jolene Daniel, Dave Turner, Damon 
Parker, Rex Parsons and Nathan Brown for their 
commitment and the support they provided throughout 
2018.  
At our AGM in October there were a few changes. The 
new Board positions for 2018 are: 
Chairperson: Damon Parker 
Vice Chairperson: Jolene Daniel 
Treasurer: David Turner 

Secretary: Mick Lester. 
 

Although Nathan has stepped off the Board, he will 
remain on the Advisory Committee. He has been a 
stalwart Board member and I greatly appreciate his 
considered views and support. Jolene has been a 
dedicated and extremely supportive Chairperson who is 
always looking out for us. We are extremely lucky that 
she is remaining on as Vice Chairperson. A huge 
congratulations to Damon as our new Chairperson and to 
Mick as our newest Board member. Welcome Mick. 
 

Advisory Committee 
Thank you too to our Advisory Committee for your input 
to the group throughout the year. We are always 
interested in what our members are doing and what they 
need from us and the Advisory Committee is an 
important conduit for this information. Nominations for 
new members to the Advisory are now open so if you’d 
like to know more about what we do and have more 
input we’d be pleased to see you. The Advisory 
Committee meets three times a year. 
 

Likewise, thank you to our sponsors, supporters and 
funding partners for your commitment to the FBG. Thank 
you to the funding bodies listed above, the Shire of 
Jerramungup, Rabobank and Agrimaster. and to the 
farmers who participate in our trials and host our events. 
We greatly appreciate your time, effort and involvement 
and we simply couldn’t do it without you.  
 

Staff 
In January this year, Georgina Griffiths, one of our longest 
serving staff members resigned to focus on the family 
farm. Georgina has been a stalwart at the FBG and an 
indispensable member of the team. We thank her for all 
of her tremendous efforts and commitment to the 
National Landcare Program and the group.  
Fortuitously, Reaghan Shalders was able to pick up 
Georgina’s project and see it through to its completion in 
June this year. Reaghan has also agreed to take on the 
new Regional Land Partnership project.  
If you’ve not met all of the FBG team: Tash Brown, Jess 
Brown, Jess Bailey, Therese Bell, Maddy Wylie, Reaghan 
and myself, feel free to drop in next time you are in 
Jerramungup. We do all work part time and the project 
officers (Maddy, Therese and Reaghan) will often be out 
and about so you won’t always catch us. Tuesday is 
currently our main office day. These women form a 
fantastic team and work incredibly hard for our members.  
 
The past year will be remembered by many in the district 
for the difficulties it has presented: severe frosts, winds 
and record dries, and the unresolved live export issue. 
We made the decision some time ago not to have our 
usual farmer updates in March next year, choosing 
instead to make some time just to celebrate living in our 
farming community. We’re planning this event for 
October next year so you’ll hear more about it as 2019 
progresses. Until then, we wish you a safe and productive 
harvest and a great summer break. 
 
Leonie McMahon 
Executive Officer 
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Continued from page 1  
utilised only ripped down to 30cm, which Glenn thought 
would be too shallow to really make a difference. 
After a delicious lunch provided by the Jerramungup DHS 
P&C in one of the Lester family’s shearing sheds, we had 
a very interesting presentation from Brad Jones of 
Bungulla Farming at Tammin, 180 km east of Perth. He 
focussed on his process of decision making using 
available farm data, and his focus on minimising inputs in 
a variable climate. His presentation sparked plenty of 
discussion, and this led into our Farmer Panel where Brad 
was joined by FBG treasurer, David Turner, along with 
host farmer, Mark Lester, Hassad’s Louis Poiron and long 
term Needilup farmer, Bill Bailey. This session was well-
received by our audience and led into our Sundowner 

kindly sponsored by CBH Jerramungup. 
We would like to thank all our host farmers, our 
sponsors, Rabobank, our funding partners, State NRM 
and DPIRD (and in particular Mark Seymour and Glenn 
McDonald for your well-received and informative 
presentations), our caterers, JDHS P&C, industry 
representatives, and especially our attending farmers. 
We hope to see you next year, and if you have any 
burning issues or ideas for presenters, we would love to 
hear from you. 
 
Top Left: Soil pit at Lesters. Middle Left: Soil pit at Stu Bee’s.    
Bottom Left: Brad Jones. Top Right: Mark Seymour discussing 
different legume varieties. Middle Right: Rick Dorrell looking 
at a Faba been plant sample. Bottom Right: Farmer panel. 
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Coastal Tea Tree on Mary 
Street targeted  

As previously mentioned, this year’s Coastal (Victorian) 
Tea Tree control work has targeted an area off Mary 
Street in Bremer Bay. The contractor, John Alaouze, B. 
App. Sci. (Hort.), enlisted the help of one of Bremer’s 
younger locals Jack Resta and between the two of them 
they cased, mapped, and treated an extensive 80 ha 
area. Back up support from the Nowanup Rangers was 
then introduced to treat a heavily infested 10 ha area. 
This has all culminated in a report which explains the 
procedure used, before and after photos and 
recommendations for follow-up programs. It was 
particularly pleasing to see a transfer of skills and 
knowledge shared in such an amiable yet professional 
manner.                                                                                  
The recommendations are an important component for 
future programs because of the prolific seed burst this  

particular tea-tree exhibits. Coastal Tea-Tree is out of 
control in many parts of Bremer and to reign the 
infestations back would require a minimum three years-
in-a-row program at each site. Unfortunately, this simply 
has not been feasible on a wide scale due to funding 
constraints.  So, a strategic approach has been taken 
which aims to keep this invasive weed out of the Bremer 
River, Estuary and National Park. Johnny has developed 
some very specific treatment procedures to remove this 
weed and if not followed there is a chance the seed can 
be spread to other sites.  So please be in touch if you 
would like some advice for treating Coastal Tea Tree on 
your own land.                                                                      
This work was made possible by funding from State NRM 
as part of our Weed Audit Project and we thank them for 
their support.                                                                           

Therese Bell 

Below Left: Some proud Nowanup Rangers who were very 
deservedly awarded a Certificate of Appreciation from FBG for 
their hard work at the Mary Street site. Below Right: Mary 
Street Bremer Bay , October 2018. 

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 

If you would liked to be placed on the list for our next cat 
sterilisation clinic please email Jess at                                     

communications@fbg.org.au 



5 

 

NLP-FBG  
Project Wrap-up 

 

In June the NLP-FBG project came to an end and over 
the course of three years the project successfully 
achieved all of its planned objectives. FBG was able to 
engage with a number of groups and individuals who 
helped in completing the project with success. FBG 
would like to thank South Coast NRM, Green Skills Inc, 
Anne Gadsby, Nathan McQuoid, Cathy Wishart, Geoff 
Woodall, John Alaouze and all the land holders, industry 
representatives and individuals who put time and effort 
into seeing the NLP-FBG project successfully completed.  
There were three sub-programs within the project. The 
main achievements for each are listed below. 
Implementing recovery actions for EPBC species 
Achievements: 

 18 km of fencing was erected to protect an area of 416 
ha of established vegetation and priority remnant. 

 Monitoring of bridal creeper was conducted over a 
total of 230 ha with an effective reduction of the weed 
in monitored areas. 

 A fit for purpose revegetation guide for the Fitzgerald 
River using endemic species for the soil types and 
systems in the catchment area to protect and improve 
the integrity of the remnant vegetation was produced 
and published. 

 Two cat sterilization clinics were held over the course 
of the three year project to help minimise population 
impacts in the Jerramungup Shire with a total of 28 
cats being sterilised.  

 Seven media products were released over the course 
of the project with each media output reaching a 
minimum of 290 people. 

Improving Soil Health Achievements: 

 Two farming entities had sites that were used for 
native fodder revegetation, covering a total of 26 ha. 

 A total of 13 km of fencing was completed by five                                                                                      

landholders with an approximate total of 133.92 ha of 
land being protected and addressing soil health issues 
by protecting soil from erosion. 

 A needs analysis was completed researching the 
establishment of native species on an agricultural scale 
within the Fitzgerald Biosphere. 

 There were nine workshops and events held 
throughout the course of the project, which had a 
focus on soil health and sustainable practices. These 
were: Exploring Soil Health Options Field Walk, SEPWA 
DIY PA Course Wrap Up, Economically Driven 
Revegetation Field Walk 2018, FBG Spring Field Days 
and FBG Farmer Updates. 

 Each of these workshops and events had post-event 
surveys completed by participants and the data was 
collated. 

 Over the course of the project a number of media 
publications were produced that were used as a source 
for promoting knowledge and highlighting the 
importance of soil health. 

Protecting and restoring coastal environments 
Achievements:  

 A total of five coastal community workshops, events 
and coastal busy-bees were held over the course of the 
project which included coastal erosion awareness at 
the Bremer Bay Easter markets, community fox shoots 
and erosion management at Wellstead Estuary. 

Future work 
The FBG is currently working with South Coast NRM to 
finalise the Regional Land Partnership project; which is 
the follow-on project from NLP. The funding comes from 
a five year federal government program. At this stage 
there is only a one year contract available, which will run 
until June 2019. South Coast NRM will shortly be 
developing up a proposal for years two to five. 
 
Reaghan Shalders 
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One Paddock Challenge 
Wrap Up 

Over the past two and half years, we have focussed on 
the on-farm trials of eight very generous local farmers, 
supported by the State NRM Program. This has allowed 
us to share with our members a range of different 
approaches and ideas in local growing conditions, 
enabling peer to peer learning opportunities, and 
hopefully provoking interest and discussion in different 
approaches to common farming problems. 
We had a range of activities undertaken, from airseeder 
demonstrations, to examining different break crop and 
legume crops for specific farming systems. Deep ripping 
and contrasting liming options were also a focus, as was 
alternate fertiliser products as part of a whole farm 
system change. 
Later in November, we will be holding an informal 
presentation night for our One Paddock Challenge 

participants to view their trial-based short films (thanks 
to Brianna Jones for her assistance here) and to 
showcase the compendium of case studies focussed on 
each of our participating farmers. Watch this space for 
further details.  
Our website is currently also being updated and will be 
live by the end of the year. We intend for this to make it 
easier for our members to obtain information of current 
and past trials, as well as keep up to date with news and 
upcoming events.  
We hope that by sharing the varying experiences of 
some of the enterprising farmers in our unique area, it 
has prompted an attitude of “just give it a go”. 
From here, future projects undertaken by FBG are very 
much driven by what our farmers and members wish to 
see – the more input given the better your local grower 
group is able to source funding for area-specific and 
relevant research, development and extension. 
 
Maddy Wylie 

Top Left: Lawson Grains soil pit at the 2017 Spring Field Day. 
Middle Left: Deep ripping (Horsch Tiger) at Noel Kedings.    
Bottom Left: Drone image of the 2018 Air seeder demo at Brad 
Baileys. Top Right: Maddy taking plant samples at Damon 
Parkers. Middle Right: Lentils at Lawson Grains– Aug 2017.               
Bottom Right: Mix of legume seeds at Stu Bee’s– Nov 2016.                        
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Native Shrubs The New 
Superfeed For Livestock 

A decade of research on native forage shrubs by the 
University of Western Australia and collaborators has 
found a multitude of benefits, suggesting native shrubs 
could be the new superfeed for livestock.                           
A range of native shrubs planted on UWA Farm 
Ridgefield, UWA’s 1600 hectare farm near Pingelly, has 
been the basis of this ongoing research that continues to 
uncover the benefits of introducing native shrubs into a 
mixed pasture grazing system.                                     
Professor Philip Vercoe from UWA’s Institute of 
Agriculture and School of Agriculture and Environment 
said multidisciplinary research projects based on the 
native shrubs have shown improvements to both 
productivity and natural resource management, and he 
believes there is much more to be discovered and 
measured.                                                                           
These benefits include the availability of green nutritious 
plants in autumn, using areas not suitable for crops, 
drought-resistance and drought-responsive strategies, 
shade and shelter, biodiversity, and carbon storage.    
One of the key results from the research is that sheep 
grazing on a mix of native shrubs in summer and autumn 
can achieve good weight gains and minimise the need for 
hand feeding.                                                                       
“We have also found that grazing on these shrubs can 
reduce methane emissions intensity by about 25% during 
this autumn period,” Professor Vercoe said.                 
“This is exciting because it is evidence that shrubs can 
help achieve increases in weight gain and improve 
profitability as well as reduce the environmental impact 
of livestock industries – an important finding as we move 
towards making the red meat industry carbon neutral by 
2030.”                                                                           
Professor Vercoe said that there is evidence that lamb 

survival from twin bearing ewes is 15 to 20% higher 
when lambing occurs in the native shrub paddock, 
although no  experimental data has been obtained on 
UWA Farm Ridgefield as yet.                                                                                                
“Shelter alone can improve lamb survival, but we think 
there are a number of other factors influencing what we 
have observed,” Professor Vercoe said.                          
“For example, the extra nutritional value of the shrubs, 
and impacts to the mother-young behaviour are likely to 
influence lamb survival, which we intend to explore in 
future research.                                                                       
In addition, grazing shrubs has the potential to combat 
gastrointestinal worms, which we intend to measure in 
animals in the field.”                                                         
Research to look at how the shrub-based system is 
impacting water dynamics and important soil 
characteristics in the paddock is currently being 
investigated by postgraduate students in a collaboration 
bringing together agricultural and environmental 
scientists.                                                                           
These research projects have been conducted in 
collaboration with the Commonwealth Scientific Industry 
Research Organisation, the South Australian Research 
and Development Institute, Meat and Livestock 
Australia, the Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development and UWA, with support from the 
Australian Department of 
Agriculture and Water Resources.                                                                         

 

Plan Prepare Prosper workshops 
 

The Plan, Prepare and Prosper workshops are offered free by the Department of Primary Industries 
and Regional Development. They are designed to assist rural businesses involved in farming, fishing 
and food processing to plan for and manage through variability in the seasons, global markets and 

other challenges they may face.  
There are ten workshops and you can choose to attend the entire program to complete a strategic business plan 

or attend only those workshops that meet a specific need of your business. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A fact sheet with more details about each workshop is available on the FBG website. For further information 
please call 1800 198 231 or email workshops@dpird.wa.gov.au.  

To have workshops in our area we need commitment from ten to 12 farming businesses. If you are interested 
please contact the FBG office to let us know which topics are most relevant to you. 

 

 The key to financial management 
 Introduction to strategic planning 
 Financial management 
 Personal and business effectiveness 
 Sales and marketing 

 Environmental Risk Resource and Production 
 Planning systems, continuity, innovation and change 
 Succession: a business strategy 
 Planning for profit 
 Refreshing strategic plans 

mailto:workshops@dpird.wa.gov.au
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FBG Acknowledges the support of  

Location  Jan– Jul Aug Sep Oct Total 

Jerry  Sth  84 49 8 22 163 

Needilup Nth  122.75 44 8.5 28 203.25 

Needilup Sth  114 36 13.5 23 186.5 

Jacup  114.5  44.5 5.5 23.25 190.25 

Bremer Rd  124.5 114.5 20.5 41.5 301.0 

Gairdner     111 74 15.5 28.5 229 

Boxwood   114 51 23.5 24.5 213 

Mettler  155 88 28 40.1 311.2 

Jerramungup district rainfall  

FBG STAFF  

Leonie McMahon– Executive Officer 

Natasha Brown– Finance Officer 

Jessica Bailey– Administration Officer  

Jessica Brown– Communications Officer  

Maddy Wylie– Soil Projects Officer 

Therese Bell– Bremer Bay Projects Officer 

Reaghan Shalders– NRM Officer 

 

Office hours over Christmas 

The FBG office will be closed from  
Friday 21st December until  

Monday 7th January.  

Weather station 

Location  

Lowest Recorded 

Rainfall Year  

Rainfall 

(mm) 

2018     

Jan-Oct 

Chillinup  1940 172.3 213.7 

Peppermint Grove 

(Bremer Bay)  

1940 398.8 436 

Nyerilup (Needilup) 1969 189.7 212 

Jerramungup 1994 229.9 228.6 

Gairdner 1994 239.4 248.6 

Mettler 1994 379.4 311.2 

Warra Jarra 1994 308 251.5 

Jacup 2002 267 264.2 

Lowest recorded rainfall totals at official BOM 
weather stations  

Source: http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/data/ 

  

 

 
Visit our website to view this issue of the  

Sustain– a– Bulletin (Scan this QR code to take you           

directly to the online version) or visit www.fbg.org.au 

Rainfall: January to October on local farms  


